Adult Christian Education 		Session 5, The Watchman
Study on Ezekiel		August 9th, 2009
﻿16﻿ Now it ﻿came to pass at the end of seven days that the word of the LORD came to me, saying, ﻿17﻿ ﻿ “Son of man, I have made you ﻿a watchman for the house of Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them ﻿warning from Me: ﻿18﻿ When I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you give him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life, that same wicked man ﻿shall die in his iniquity; but his blood I will require at your hand. ﻿19﻿ Yet, if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity;  ﻿but you have delivered your soul. 
﻿20﻿ “Again, when a ﻿righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die; because you did not give him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he has done shall not be remembered; but his blood I will require at your hand. ﻿21﻿ Nevertheless if you warn the righteous man that the righteous should not sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live because he took warning; also you will have delivered your soul.” 
Ezekiel is called to be a watchman
What is a watchman?
Well according to Merriam Webster's dictionary, 
watch•man
		 : a person who keeps watch : GUARD

and if I check on the word Guard, this is what I get:

guard
1          	 : one assigned to protect or oversee another: as 
	a     	 : a person or a body of persons on sentinel duty 
	b pl	 : troops attached to the person of the sovereign
2	a      	 : the act or duty of protecting or defending 
	b        : the state of being protected : PROTECTION

So we can see that a watchman has the following functions:
1. He is to be alert, to keep watch over the people under his care.














2. He is to teach them on what is right (which will enhance their security) and what is wrong (which will bring them trouble).


























3. He is to warn them of impending danger.



Who is the 'enemy' that Ezekiel is meant to be on the lookout and to warn  Israel about?
Ezekiel 3:17
The danger was not from the surrounding nations nor from their overlord, the Babylonians, it was the LORD!
Alert!
Yahweh gives the warning!
Yahweh himself is the danger!
Key Principle to remember: God is a Holy God, His holiness demands that He acts against sin. In his judgment of sin Yahweh displays His glory. At the same time, Yahweh is a merciful God and He delights to show mercy. When God showers His people with His care and mercies, it also manifest God's glory. So you see here the 2 fold view of God. He is the danger because He is a Holy and Righteous God. He gives the warning because He is at the same time a merciful and a God of Love. Which aspect of God glory do you want to see in your life?
The Ezekiel principle (3:18-21;  14:7-8,9-11,13-23;  18:23,32,33:1-20)
	Case
	Response of Prophet
	Fate of Prophet
	Response of Accused
	Fate of Accused

	Case 1 (verse 18)
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Case 2 (verse 19)
	+
	+
	-
	-

	Case 3 (verse 20)
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Case 4 (verse 21)
	+
	+
	+
	+


Lessons for us (questions to discuss):
1. Verse 18, "When I say to the wicked ...", for us how does it apply? What does it mean for you and for me?





2. Verse 19, "when a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling block before him", what does it mean for us? 





3. So does it make you and me a watchman? Okay, I may understand that because I am a preacher, Sunday school teacher, parent etc... but I am none of those and just an ordinary believer in the church; does it still apply to me? In what way am I a watchman?








Lifestyle of a watchman

﻿22﻿ ﻿ ﻿Then the hand of the LORD was upon me there, and He said to me, “Arise, go out ﻿into the plain, and there I shall talk with you.” 
﻿23﻿ So I arose and went out into the plain, and behold, ﻿the glory of the LORD stood there, like the glory which I ﻿saw by the River Chebar; ﻿and I fell on my face. ﻿24﻿ Then ﻿the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet, and spoke with me and said to me: “Go, shut yourself inside your house. ﻿25﻿ And you, O son of man, surely ﻿they will put ropes on you and bind you with them, so that you cannot go out among them. ﻿26﻿ ﻿I will make your tongue cling to the roof of your mouth, so that you shall be mute and ﻿not be ﻿one to rebuke them, ﻿for they are a rebellious house. ﻿27﻿ ﻿But when I speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ He who hears, let him hear; and he who refuses, let him refuse; for they are a rebellious house. 

1. His work is directed by the Lord (verse 22,23).

















2. His actions are controlled by the Spirit (verse 24,25).















3. His words are controlled by the Spirit (verse 26,27)



















Applications



Case studies for discussions
1. It is the year 2025, pastor EnYi is close to retiring from his role as pastor of Shalom Church. The congregation, i.e. you, as a member have to look for a new pastor to shepherd and to serve as minister for Shalom Church. How do you go about looking for a new pastor? What would be the distinguishing hallmark/character/Personality/Attribute that you would want in this pastor? How are you going to ensure that he is a suitable watchman over you both initially at the appointment and subsequently as your pastor?

















2. A counselor once said, "very often when a person comes to a counselor for advice, his/her mind's already made up. He or she is merely looking for someone to support or confirm the decision. It's part of the blame sharing mindset of post modern world". Do you agree? What if the decision is plainly against the teaching of the scripture? Very often, we are blindsided by our sins, how do you ensure that you will listen to the voice of a true watchman? How do you distinguish between a true watchman and a false one?
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